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Concept Paper 

Virtual Consultative Workshop on "Achieving SDG-7 in South Asia" 

Background: 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): “A universal call for action to end poverty, protect the 

planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity”. Among these goals, SDG-7 is to 

ensure universal “access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all”. Present 

progress on SDG-7 falls far behind on all four of its sub targets, i.e., worldwide access to electricity, 

universal access to clean fuels and technologies for cooking, double the rate of improvement in 

energy efficiency, and to increase renewables’ share significantly in the global energy mix. 

In South Asia the situation is alarming as twenty-seven percent of the population in the region has 

no access to electricity; whereas this percentage in East and North-East Asia is just 2%. More than 

three fifth South Asians are still dependent on traditional biomass for cooking and heating. 

According to an estimate, about 30 % businesses in India and about 75% of the business in 

Bangladesh, Nepal and Pakistan suffer due to poor electricity supply. 

In the 18th SAARC Summit in 2014, the SAARC leaders directed to initiate an Inter-Governmental 

process to appropriately contextualize the Sustainable Development Goals at the regional level. 

SAARC Energy Centre (SEC) being the technical arm of SAARC on energy and environment, has been 

coming forward with its regional role in catalyzing progress towards achieving SDG-7 and other 

allied goals in SAARC. 

Introduction: 

SEC under its thematic area of Programme on “Rural Electricity for Poverty Alleviation” (PREPA) 

proposes a virtual consultative workshop on “Achieving SDG-7 in South Asia”. National coordinating 

agencies and or a representative from concerned ministry of SAARC Member States will be invited 

to discuss national progress and to provide their input on regional mechanism for collective effort 

in achieving SDG-7.  

This virtual workshop will discuss national and regional progress on SDG-7 and proposes a regional 

mechanism to facilitate and catalyze Members’ national progress on SDG-7. Experts from the 

coordinating / custodian agencies will be invited to provide guideline on how to accelerate national 

progress on all four targets of SDG-7 and how coordinated effort can be made for regional progress 

to achieve SDG-7. Representatives from any top ranked nation on the global SDG Index would also 

be invited to share their experience. 

Objectives: 

1. To provide an opportunity for national coordinating agencies of SAARC Member States to 

interact and discuss their experiences in progress towards SDG-7. 

2. Highlight the implementation challenges and measures, needed to address the capacity 
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gaps. 

3. Look for regional institutional arrangements for jointly implementation of SDG-7. 

4. Suggest and strategize role of SAARC Energy Centre. 

Expected Outcome: 

1. Development of a joint mechanism to progress in efforts to achieve SDG-7 by 2030. 

2. Highlight role of SAARC Energy Centre in achieving the 2030 Agenda. 

Major Aspects /Topics to be Covered: 

1. Status of national and regional access to electricity. 

2. Status on national and regional access to clean fuels and technologies for cooking.  

3. Progress on doubling the rate of improvement of energy efficiency. 

4. National and regional progress on enhancing renewables share in the energy mix. 

Venue of the Workshop: 

The virtual workshop shall be broadcasted from the office of SAARC Energy Centre (SEC), Islamabad. 


