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Introduction 

1. SAARC Energy Centre (SEC), successfully conducted a Video Conference to 

disseminate the Study on "Assessment of Industry Readiness for Manufacturing of Battery 

Electric Vehicles in SAARC Countries" on 29th September 2020. Video Conference Agenda is 

available at Annexure-I. 

2. Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs) can assist in improving efficiency in electricity systems 

through storage and demand-response services. The use of BEVs can reduce local air pollution 

and country’s share in global carbon emissions. It also helps in lower spending on fossil fuels 

which are, in case of most SAARC Member States, imported from abroad at the expense of 

precious foreign reserves.  In this context SEC conducted a study on “Assessment of Industry 

Readiness for Manufacturing of Battery Electric Vehicles” in 2019. 

3. The purpose of this video conference was to disseminate the study report to the 

audiences. This video conference was aimed towards getting feedback from member states 

for value addition in the study report, and to build awareness among Member States. The 

study authors and other experts shared their research and knowledge through presentations. 

Participation 

4. The Video Conference was attended by 37 professionals representing public sector 

organizations, representatives of Regional/International organizations, academia, private 

sector, and other stakeholders within and outside SAARC region. The study authors from the 

Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) Pakistan, Indian Institute of Management 

Bangalore (IIMB) India, and other experts shared their research and knowledge through 

presentations. The participants list is available at Annexure-II. 

Description 

5. The Video Conference was started with welcome remarks by Program Coordinator, Dr. 

Tanvir Ahmad, Programme Leader (Technology Transfer) of SAARC Energy Centre. Afterwards, 

he invited Dr. Shoaib Ahmed, Deputy Director SEC to deliver the Opening Remarks on behalf 

of Director SEC. After the Opening Remarks, the Program Coordinator read out the Agenda of 

the Video Conference which comprised of presentations by the Resource Persons. Each 

presentation was followed by a brief Q&A session. The Program Coordinator read out 
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findings/Conclusions, which were gathered during the Video Conference. Before closing the 

Video Conference, Dr. Shoaib Ahmed on behalf of Director SEC offered remarks of 

appreciation to all the participants and Resource Persons. 

Technical Proceedings 

6. The video conference hosted talks and presentations from four experts (two study 

authors and two reviewers). The experts list is available at Annexure III. The presentations 

delivered during this video conference are available at Annexure IV. These presentations are 

also available at SEC’s website http//:www.saarcenergy.org. A brief information on the 

content of the delivered presentations is as follows:  

Presentation 1 – Industry Readiness for Manufacturing of Battery Electric Vehicles in 

Pakistan 

Dr. Muhammad Shakeel Sadiq Jajja, Associate Professor, Lahore University of Management 

Sciences (LUMS) Pakistan 

7. Dr. Muhammad Shakeel Sadiq Jajja is an Associate Professor of Operations and Supply 

Chain Management and Director of Executive MBA program at the Suleman Dawood School 

of Business at Lahore University of Management Sciences, Lahore. His research work has been 

published in top tier international journals. Dr. Jajja has participated in Global Colloquium on 

Participant-Cantered Learning at Harvard Business School. He has also received Doctoral 

Fellowship of Association of Management Development Institutions in South Asia. Prior to 

joining LUMS, Dr. Jajja has also worked with IBA Karachi, PNRA, PIA, Atlas Honda, and Dawood 

Hercules Chemicals Limited Pakistan.  

8. In his presentation, he presented an assessment of industry readiness for 

manufacturing of BEVs in Pakistan. He informed the participants about different Original 

Equipment Manufacturers (OEM) and research organizations for BEVs in Pakistan. Dr Jajja 

concluded that initial target markets in Pakistan shall be Two/three wheelers, commercial 

vehicles and institutional customers. 

9. He further concluded that first demand shall be generated in the country for BEVs, 

only then will the manufacturing industry flourish. He finished his presentation with the 

argument that lessons learnt as well as best practices for indigenizing the tractors 

manufacturing industry can be used for promotion of BEVs in Pakistan. 

Presentation 2 – Industry Readiness for Manufacturing of Battery Electric Vehicles in India 

Dr. Haritha Saranga, Professor, Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB), India 

10. Dr Haritha Saranga is a Professor at the Indian Institute of Management Bangalore 

(IIMB), India. She has been awarded IIMB Chair of Excellence for her contribution to research 

and teaching excellence at IIM Bangalore. She also chairs the ‘Doctoral Programme’ at IIM 

Bangalore. She is a Fellow of MIRCE Academy, Exeter, UK, and a recipient of the T.E. Filbee 

Research Fellowship. She has published several articles in top-tier international journals, has 

also co-authored a book, titled Reliability and Six Sigma, and has written many cases and book 

chapters.  

11. Dr. Haritha apprised the participants about Indian market readiness for manufacturing 

BEVs. She explained different case studies, ongoing projects in both the public and private 

http/:www.saarcenergy.org
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sectors. She also explained a case study from the IIMB, where manual bicycles are converted 

to electric bicycles increasing the efficiency by manifolds. 

12. She informed the participants about phase-II of the FAME policy of the Indian 

Government. The Indian government is focusing on converting public transportation into 

electric vehicles with the help of private sector. Dr Haritha also concluded that the 

governments in SAARC Member States must make policy to generate demand for BEVs, which 

in turn will flourish the local industry for BEVs manufacturing. 

Presentation 3 – Present Eco-system of BEV manufacturing: Challenges & Opportunities 

Mr. Pinal Satish Mehta, Associate Director, CRISIL Research India 

Mr. Pramit Pal, Senior Research Analyst – Customised Research, CRISIL Research India 

13. The final presentation was delivered by experts from CRISIL Research India, who were 

also the reviewers of the study being disseminated in the video conference. Both experts have 

vast experience in renewable energy and BEVs, specifically in the context of SAARC region. 

14. The presentation started with explanation of major pillar for enabling BEV 

manufacturing in a country. This was followed by detailed description of the stakeholders 

involved in manufacturing of BEVs. China is leading in almost every aspect of manufacturing 

BEVs. This includes readiness status of the industry, access to global supply chains, regulatory 

and policy incentives for BEV manufacturing. However, USA and EU are also investing heavily 

in BEV technologies. 

15. The CRISIL team concluded that globally, EV growth is expected to remain strong; new 

innovation in battery technologies and scaling up of manufacturing capacities will help 

companies and countries achieve economies of scale, thereby reducing EV costs. The SAARC 

Member States shall come up with the right policies and improved investments for promoting 

the local industries for manufacturing of BEVs.  

Discussion and Conclusion  

Dr. Tanvir Ahmad, Programme Leader (Technology Transfer) 

16. Dr. Tanvir Ahmad thanked everyone for attending the Video Conference. He informed 

the participants that there is great potential for manufacturing of BEVs in all SAARC Member 

States. He stated that there are numerous advantages of BEVs which includes reduced fuel 

consumption, environment friendly technology and preservation of natural resources of 

Member States. 

Closing of Video Conference 

Dr. Shoaib Ahmed, Deputy Director (Coord), SAARC Energy Centre 

17. Dr. Shoaib Ahmed on behalf of the Director SEC thanked all the Resource Persons for 

delivering excellent presentations and their excellent response to the queries raised by the 

participants. He informed all the participants that the presentations and recording of the 

Video Conference proceedings will be available on SAARC Energy Centre’s website 

(www.saarcenergy.org). He requested the participants to submit suggestions/comments for 

any further improvement of these Video Conferences and suggest new topics to SEC. He 

closed the Video Conference with a thank you note to everyone attending the Video 

Conference. 

http://www.saarcenergy.org/
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Video Conference Agenda 

Video Conference to Disseminate the Study on "Assessment of Industry Readiness for 

Manufacturing of Battery Electric Vehicles in SAARC Countries" 

Tuesday, 29th September 2020 

 

Information for the participants: 

1. All times mentioned in agenda are according to Pakistan Standard Time (PST). The 

participants from other Member States may attend video conference by following their own 

national time. The time conversion for all Member States is given below for reference: 
 

Country Afghanistan Bangladesh Bhutan India Maldives Nepal Sri Lanka 

Local 

time 
(PKT-00:30) (PKT+01:00) (PKT+01:00) (PKT+00:30) (PKT+00) (PKT+00:45) (PKT+00:30) 

 

2. The participants can ask questions to presenters by typing questions or clicking to 

the Raised Hand option into the Attendees Pane of the main window of GotoWebinar 

software. You may send in your questions at any time during the presentations; we will collect 

these and address them during the Q&A session at the end of each presentation.  

3. All participants can also submit comments/views and/or observations on this video 
conference to SAARC Energy Centre through email to Dr. Tanvir Ahmad, Programme Leader 
(Technology Transfer) (pltt@saarcenergy.org).

Time Slot Contents 

1300 – 1305 Introduction 

1305 – 1310 
Opening Remarks 
Mr. Mohammad Naeem Malik Director, (SAARC Energy Centre) 

 

1310 – 1345 

Industry Readiness for Manufacturing of Battery Electric Vehicles in Pakistan  
Dr Muhammad Shakeel Sadiq Jajja 
Associate Professor, Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) Pakistan 

1345 – 1355 Q & A 

 

1355 – 1430 

Industry Readiness for Manufacturing of Battery Electric Vehicles in India 
Dr Haritha Saranga 
Professor, Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB), India  

1430 – 1440 Q & A 

1440 – 1515 
Present Eco-system of BEV manufacturing: Challenges & Opportunities 
Pinal Satish Mehta and Pramit Pal 
CRISIL Research India 

1515 – 1525 Q & A 

1525 – 1540 Report Feedback Session 

1540 – 1550 Conclusion and Recommendation 

1550 – 1600 Closing Remarks by Director SEC 

mailto:ahsan@saarcenergy.org
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List of Participants 

Sr.No. First Name Last Name Email Address 

1 Jahanzeb Hassan adminofficer@saarcenergy.org 

2 Abdul Wahab deo@saarcenergy.org 

3 Dr. Saddar Mohazzam md@neeca.gov.pk 

4 Dr. Shoaib Ahmed ddcoord@saarcenergy.org 

5 Mehnaz Khurshid cs@saarcenergy.org 

6 Syed Hassan zahoor@lums.edu.pk 

7 Baber Siddiqui baber.siddiqui@psopk.com 

8 Pinal Mehta pinal.mehta@crisil.com 

9 Azfar Yazdani asfar.yazdani@psopk.com 

10 Huma Kamran soniahuma2005@gmail.com 

11 Muhammad Adnan Akram adnan_akram@millatgears.com 

12 Pramit Pal pramit.pal@crisil.com 

13 Abdul Wahab wahab.saarc@gmail.com 

14 Mohsen Entezary imentezary@gmail.com 

15 Majid Ali engr.majidali.baig@gmail.com 

16 Engr. Farman Azhar farman.azhar05@gmail.com 

17 Bushra Sardar sardarbushra@yahoo.com 

18 Shakeel Abbas engrabbas100@gmail.com 

19 Muhammad Aamir muhammad.aamir@fecid.paf-iast.edu.pk 

20 Qamar Malik qamar.malik@abbottenergy.ca 

21 Faiz Bhutta faiz.bhutta@gmail.com 

22 Nimal Perera nimal_pr@sltnet.lk 

23 Nazeer Muhammad nazeer_saadi@yahoo.com 

24 Waliur Rahman wali.heritage@gmail.com 

25 Dr Bhupendra Kumar Singh bhupendra.singh@cii.in 

26 Abdul Hasib Chowdhury hasib@eee.buet.ac.bd 

27 Haritha Saranga haritha.saranga@iimb.ac.in 

28 Tanvir Ahmad pltt@saarcenergy.org 

29 Bhaskar Pradhan plet@saarcenergy.org 

30 Tula Poudel poudeltula123@gmail.com 
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Sr.No. First Name Last Name Email Address 

31 Shifaat Rehman shifaatqurtuba@gmail.com 

32 Hizbullah Khan Jadoon hizbullahkj1998@gmail.com 

33 Danyal Ahmad danyal.ahmd786@gmail.com 

34 Dr. Shakeel Sadiq Jajja ssj@lums.edu.pk 

35 Dr. Naseem Iqbal naseem@uspcase.nust.edu.pk 

36 Ahmad Talha rftt@saarcenergy.org 

37 Milabh Shrestha milabhivanovic@gmail.com 
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List of Resource Persons in Video Conference 

Sr. 
No. 

Name Designation Organization Country Email address 

1. 
Dr. Muhammad 

Shakeel Sadiq Jajja 
Associate 
Professor 

Lahore University 
of Management 
Sciences (LUMS) 

Pakistan ssj@lums.edu.pk 

2. Dr. Haritha Sanga Professor 
Indian Institute 
of Management 
Bangalore (IIMB) 

India haritha.saranga@iimb.ac.in 

3. 
Mr. Pinal Sathish 

Mehta 
Associate 
Director 

CRISIL Research India pinal.mehta@crisil.com 

4. Mr. Pramit Pal 
Senior Research 

Analyst 
CRISIL Research India pramit.Pal@crisil.com 
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Presentation 1 – Industry Readiness for Manufacturing of Battery Electric Vehicles in Pakistan 
Dr. Muhammad Shakeel Sadiq Jajja, Associate Professor, Lahore University of Management 

Sciences (LUMS) Pakistan 
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Dr. Haritha Saranga, Professor, Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB), India 
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Presentation 3 – Present Eco-system of BEV manufacturing: Challenges & Opportunities 

Mr. Pinal Satish Mehta, Associate Director, CRISIL Research India 

Mr. Pramit Pal, Senior Research Analyst – Customised Research, CRISIL Research India 
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