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Introduction 

1. SAARC Energy Centre (SEC), Islamabad successfully conducted a video conference on 

“Roadmap for the implementation of SAARC Framework Agreement on Energy Cooperation 

(Electricity)” on Tuesday, 22nd September 2020. The agenda of this event is available at 

Annexure-I. 

2. SAARC Framework Agreement on Energy Cooperation (Electricity) – shall be referred to 

as Framework Agreement here onwards – signed in 2014, was a landmark moment to move 

closer to the realisation of SAARC Energy Ring, as envisioned by SAARC Leaders in 2004. 

Through this agreement, the SAARC member states recognised the importance of electricity 

trade, realised the benefits of such trade and were convinced of the need to increase economic 

cooperation. The objective of this agreement is to enable cross-border electricity trade (CBET) 

on voluntary basis subject to the laws, rules and regulations of the SAARC member states. The 

salient features of this agreement include the following: 

a. Non-discriminatory access to transmission grids 

b. International coordination in transmission interconnection planning, system 

operations, and energy accounting 

c. Promotion of information sharing between Member States 

d. Encouraging member states to undertake power sector reforms in their respective 

jurisdictions, to promote competition 

e. Member States shall towards exempting the cross-border electricity trade from 

export/import duties/levies 

3. Focus of this video conference was to share the information on ongoing efforts for the 

implementation of the Framework Agreement to the participants and sensitise the 
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policy/decision makers on the importance and benefits of this agreement. The topics of 

discussion were: Overview of power sector in South Asia and current status of CBET; 

Importance of the Framework Agreement and its salient features; Challenges – technical, 

commercial, system operation and institutional – for implementation of the Framework 

Agreement; Outlook of CBET, emerging trends and way forward; efforts of SEC, ADB and 

SARI/EI in promoting the cause of the Framework Agreement. 

Participation 

4. The webinar was attended by 76 professionals representing public sector organizations, 

academia, private sector, and other stakeholders within and outside SAARC region. The 

speakers from SEC, ADB, India and Pakistan shared their knowledge pertaining to importance 

of the Framework Agreement, steps taken by member states for its implementation and the 

challenges faced along the way. The participants list is available at Annexure-II. 

Description 

5. SEC Programme Coordinator, Mr. Ahmad Talha, Research Fellow (Technology Transfer) 

started the video conference with welcome remarks. Subsequently, he invited Dr. Shoaib 

Ahmad, Deputy Director (Coord.), to deliver opening remarks on behalf of Director SEC. After 

the Opening Remarks, the Program Coordinator read out the agenda of the video conference 

which comprised of presentations by the resource persons. Each presentation was followed by 

a brief Q & A session. The Program Coordinator read out conclusions, which were gathered 

during the video conference. At the end, Dr. Shoaib Ahmad, Deputy Director (Coord.), 

delivered the closing remarks, on behalf of Director SEC, whereby offered remarks of 

appreciation to all the participants and presenters. 

Technical Proceedings 

6. Six resource persons from SEC, ADB, India and Pakistan shared their knowledge in the 

video conference. All the presentations delivered during the webinar are available at SEC’s 

website. Details of the resource persons are available at Annexure-III and their presentations 

at Annexure-IV. A brief information on the content of the delivered presentations is as follows:  

Presentation 1 – Draft Roadmap for SAARC Framework Agreement and Role of SEC 

Mr. Ahmad Talha, Research Fellow (Technology Transfer), SAARC Energy Centre (SEC), Pakistan. 

7. Mr. Ahmad Talha – currently working as Research Fellow (Technology Transfer) – has 

about 7 years of working experience in the power sector. He has been responsible for 

designing electrical and protection systems for high voltage substations; electrical balance of 

plant design for power plants; electrical distribution network for oil and gas fields. He holds a 

Master’s degree in Sustainable Transportation and Electrical Power Systems – a joint degree 

programme by University of Oviedo, Spain; Sapienza University of Rome, Italy; University of 

https://www.saarcenergy.org/video-conference-on-roadmap-for-the-implementation-of-saarc-framework-agreement-on-energy-cooperation-electricity/
https://www.saarcenergy.org/video-conference-on-roadmap-for-the-implementation-of-saarc-framework-agreement-on-energy-cooperation-electricity/
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Nottingham, UK. He has also authored four research papers for reputable international 

conferences. 

8. Mr. Ahmad started his presentation with a brief introduction to SEC. He apprised the 

participants on the background of the Framework Agreement and energy integration in the 

SAARC region as envisioned by SAARC leaders through SAARC Energy Ring. He also shared the 

draft roadmap, prepared by SEC, for implementation of the Framework Agreement and the 

pre-requisites for this roadmap. The interventions, suggested by SEC to facilitate 

implementation of the Framework Agreement were also a part of his presentation. In the end, 

he shared a summary of the studies, completed so far by SEC, related to different articles of 

the Framework Agreement. 

Presentation 2 – Roadmap for the Implementation of SAARC Framework Agreement 

on Energy Cooperation (Electricity) 

Mr. Jiwan Acharya, Principal Energy Specialist, ADB 

Mr. Subhrajit Datta Ray, Director Energy, Utilities & Resource practice, PwC Pvt. Ltd., India 

Mr. Sambit Kumar Dash, Associate Director Energy, Utilities & Resource practice, PwC Pvt. Ltd., India 

9. Mr. Jiwan Acharya is working in Energy Division of South Asia Department of Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) as Principal Energy Specialist. He currently focuses on developing 

and implementing energy efficiency, renewable energy and other broader energy sector 

projects in India and Nepal. He is also serving as focal person for Regional Cooperation and 

Integration for Energy in South Asia. He is a key member of ADB's Energy Sector Group and 

Climate Change Team and was responsible for overseeing ADB's several key initiatives 

including Energy for All, and Low Carbon Technology Transfer, among others. 

10. Mr. Subhrajit Datta Ray is a Director with the Energy, Utilities & Resource practice of 

PricewaterhouseCoopers Pvt. Ltd., India. He brings over 14 years of experience in power 

sector engagements in South Asia, South East Asia and Central Asia, across areas such as 

power sector policy and regulatory, cross border power trade, institutional strengthening and 

capacity development, bid advisory support and sector planning. He also advised Council of 

Experts of Energy Regulators (Electricity) (CEERE) in conducting knowledge sharing sessions on 

case studies in regulatory evolution in various other regions globally.   

11. Mr. Sambit Kumar Dash is an Associate Director with the Energy, Utilities & Resource 

practice of PricewaterhouseCoopers Pvt. Ltd., India. He brings in over 11 years of experience 

in power sector engagements across South Asia and South East Asia, in areas related to cross 

border/regional projects. Mr. Sambit has extensively worked with multilaterals in promotion 

of regional cooperation in SASEC and Greater Mekong Sub Region (GMS). He has assisted ADB 

in strengthening the power sector’s key frameworks and systems to enhance Bhutan’s 

hydropower development. Mr. Sambit is presently advising ADB in developing an Energy 
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Framework Agreement for South Asian countries to enhance cooperation among the member 

nations. 

12. Mr. Jiwan started the presentation by highlighting ADB’s effort to promote cross 

border electricity trade in South Asia. He shared the highlights of some of the important 

studies conducted by ADB to promote CBET in South Asia from 2005 - 2017. He also talked 

about the support extended by ADB to SAARC Council of Experts of Energy Regulators (CEERE) 

regarding implementation of the Framework Agreement. He concluded his part of the 

presentation by sharing information related to ADB’s technical assistance to SASEC member 

nations in promoting power trade in the region and the progress achieved so far under this 

assistance programme. 

13. Mr. Subhrajit carried the discussion forward by presenting an overview of the power 

sector in South Asia, the benefits offered by regional cooperation and the need for a regional 

framework agreement. He emphasized the need for energy cooperation in South Asia in the 

light of sustainable development goals. He discussed the salient features of the Framework 

Agreement in detail. He talked about the impact of this agreement on bilateral CBET 

agreements in particular and on the power sector in the SAARC region in general. Technical 

challenges, namely harmonisation of technical regulations and open access to transmission 

systems, in implementation of the Framework Agreement and ways to overcome these 

challenges were also discussed. 

14. Mr. Sambit covered the barriers related to commercial, system operation and 

institutional aspects of the Framework Agreement. He also presented challenges in 

establishment of a regional power exchange. On commercial front, he apprised that CBET 

needed to move from bilateral to multilateral trade and commercial form of CBET, with the 

involvement of private sector, should be encouraged to realise competitive price discovery. 

Talking about system operation challenges, Mr. Sambit talked about formulation of common 

grid code, common procedure for energy accounting and mechanism for congestion 

management. He concluded by presenting way ahead for regional power market and aspects 

that need to be catered to implement the Framework Agreement in its true spirit. 

Presentation 3 – Deepening Power System Integration & Cross Border Electricity 

Trade in SAARC Region: Current Status & Future Outlook 

Mr. Rajiv Ratna Panda, South Asia Regional Initiative for Energy Integration (SARI/EI), India. 

15. Mr. Rajiv Ratna Panda is an energy expert, management, research, public policy, and 

strategy professional with multi-regional energy system expertise & experience. He currently 

works as Head-Technical, USAID’s South Asia Regional Initiative for Energy Integration 

(SARI/EI) at Integrated Research and Action for Development (IRADe). He provides technical 

inputs/advice as well as the policy, regulatory, legal and market inputs/advice for enhancing 



 

Page 5 of 72 

CBET, power system integration, transmission system and grid integration, regional power 

market design & development and energy security in South Asia & BIMSTEC region. He was 

instrumental in developing regional regulatory guidelines for CBET, conceptualizing the 

development of regional regulatory/ technical institutional mechanism for deepening energy 

cooperation in the SA & BIMSTEC region. 

16. In his presentation, he started the discussion with economic outlook of the SAARC 

region and status of cross border electricity trade in South Asia. He highlighted some of the 

challenges faced by the SAARC Member States in the areas of energy access and clean energy 

development.  Discussion on current status and future outlook of CBET were the focal areas of 

his presentation. He talked in detail about the benefits offered by four key emerging trends – 

transition from bilateral to trilateral CBET, renewable energy based CBET, commercial form of 

CBET and regional power market development – with regards to future of CBET in the SAARC 

region. He emphasised on the importance of political will, implementation mechanism, open 

access to transmission systems, harmonisation of grid codes and regional coordination forums 

to realise regional power market. He concluded his presentation with a brief on action plan for 

implementation of the Framework Agreement and sharing the studies, related to various 

articles of the Framework Agreement, carried out by SARI/EI. 

Presentation 4 – Competitive Wholesale Power Market (CTBCM) of Pakistan 

Mr. Abrar Hussain, Central Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA-G), Pakistan. 

17. Mr. Abrar Hussain is an electrical engineer who has worked both in private and public 

sectors of Pakistan and well versed in legal, regulatory, planning and technical aspects of both 

developing and developed countries. He has diversified experience of market development, 

power sector planning and power projects. He is leading market development activity in CPPA-

G and working with MRC international consultants. He has exposure of both North American 

Pool markets and European Exchange Power Markets. Under his guidance, Pakistani electricity 

market has expected COD on March 2022. 

18. Mr. Abrar began his presentation with a history of power sector reforms and 

electricity market development in Pakistan. He shared the electricity market design features 

from around the globe. He covered in detail the steps taken by different Pakistani institutions 

as well as legal, policy and regulatory framework improvements undertaken to develop 

competitive electricity market in Pakistan. He talked about the market model being developed 

in Pakistan and its salient features. In the end, he apprised the participants about the 

implementation plan and monitoring framework of electricity market in Pakistan. 
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Wrap up and Conclusion  

Mr. Ahmad Talha, Research Fellow (Technology Transfer), SAARC Energy Centre 

19. Mr. Ahmad Talha thanked everyone for attending the video conference. He informed 

the participants that there is great potential for energy trade between SAARC countries. 

Following are the main conclusions derived from the discussion: 

a. Ratification of SAARC Framework Agreement by all member states is crucial. 

b. Focus should now be on the implementation of SAARC Framework Agreement. 

Steps must be taken by individual member states to develop complimentary 

regulatory frameworks and harmonised grid codes/standards that facilitate 

regional electricity trade. Appropriate regional forums can facilitate the dialogue in 

this regard. 

c. Strengthening CBET ties will help in ensuring sustainable development, transition 

towards clean and green energy and meeting the climate change mitigation goals. 

Closing of Webinar 

Dr. Shoaib Ahmad, Deputy Director (Coord), SAARC Energy Centre 

20. Dr. Shoaib Ahmad, on behalf of the Director SEC, thanked all the resource persons for 

delivering excellent presentations and their excellent response to the queries raised by the 

participants. He informed all the participants that the presentations and recording of the 

video conference proceedings will be available on SEC’s website. He requested the 

participants to submit suggestions/comments for any further improvement of these video 

conferences and suggest new topics to SEC. He closed the video conference with a thank you 

note to everyone attending the Video Conference. 

https://www.saarcenergy.org/video-conference-on-roadmap-for-the-implementation-of-saarc-framework-agreement-on-energy-cooperation-electricity/
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Video Conference Agenda 

Video Conference on 
“Roadmap for the implementation of SAARC Framework Agreement on Energy 

Cooperation (Electricity)” 

Tuesday, 22 September 2020 

1100 – 1105 Introduction 

1105 – 1110 Opening Remarks 

1110 – 1125 
Draft Roadmap and Activities Conducted by SEC 
Mr. Ahmad Talha, Research Fellow (Technology Transfer), SEC. 

1125 – 1225 

Roadmap for the Implementation of SAARC Framework Agreement on Energy 
Cooperation (Electricity) 
Mr. Jiwan Acharya, Principal Energy Specialist, Asian Development Bank 
Mr. Subhrajit Datta Ray (Director) and Mr. Sambit Kumar Dash (Associate Director), 
Power & Utilities, PricewaterhouseCoopers Private Limited, India. 

1225 – 1245 Q & A 

1245 – 1315 

Deepening Power System Integration & Cross Border Electricity Trade in SAARC 
Region: Current Status & Future Outlook 
Mr. Rajiv Ratna Panda, Head Technical, South Asia Regional Initiative for Energy 
Integration (SARI/EI IRADe). 

1315 – 1330 Q & A 

1330 – 1400 
Competitive Wholesale Electricity Market in Pakistan 
Mr. Abrar Hussain, Team Lead Market Design & Development, Central Power 
Purchasing Agency (CPPA-G), Pakistan. 

1400 – 1415 Q & A 

1415 – 1420 Conclusion and Recommendations 

1420 – 1430 Closing of Webinar 

Information for the participants: 

1. All times mentioned in the agenda are according to Pakistan Standard Time (PKT). The 
participants from other Member States may attend this video conference by following their own 
national time. The time conversion for all Member States is provided below for reference: 

 

Country Afghanistan Bangladesh Bhutan India Maldives Nepal Sri Lanka 

Local 
time 

(PKT-00:30) (PKT+01:00) (PKT+01:00) (PKT+00:30) PKT (PKT+00:45) (PKT+00:30) 

 

2. The participants can ask questions by typing questions under Questions tab or clicking 
the Raise Hand option in the Attendees pane of the main window of GoToWebinar application. 
You may send in your questions at any time during the presentations; we will collect these and 
address them during the Q&A session at the end of each presentation.  
3. All participants can also submit comments/views and/or observations on this event to 
SAARC Energy Centre through email to Mr. Ahmad Talha, Research Fellow (Technology Transfer) 
(rftt@saarcenergy.org). 

mailto:rftt@saarcenergy.org
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List of Participants 

Sr. No. First Name Last Name Email address 

1.  Qadeer Ahmed qadeerahmed2009@gmail.com 

2.  Mohnish Makwana mmakwana@irade.org 

3.  Apali Varshney avarshney@irade.org 

4.  Vinod Kumar Agrawal vkagrawal@irade.org 

5.  Umar Mukhtar rfete@saarcenergy.org 

6.  Vishnu Pratap Pandey vpandey@irade.org 

7.  Milabh Shrestha milabhivanovic@gmail.com 

8.  Ihsan Marwat rfee@saarcenergy.org 

9.  Deepen Sharma d.sharma2099@drukgreen.bt 

10.  Indrani Vithanage imkv222@gmail.com 

11.  Ahmad Talha rftt@saarcenergy.org 

12.  Pankaj Batra pan_batra@hotmail.com 

13.  Muhamamd Nauman Hussain sfo@saarcenergy.org 

14.  Jiwan Acharya jacharya@adb.org 

15.  Salis Usman salisusman@yahoo.com 

16.  Harikumar Ramadas hari@keralaenergy.gov.in 

17.  Muhammad Tayyab awansagi@gmail.com 

18.  Muhammad Saeed saeed.saarc@gmail.com 

19.  Abdul Wahab deo@saarcenergy.org 

20.  Harikumar Ramadas rhari@hotmail.com 

21.  Abdul Arif abdul.arif@gshakti.org 

22.  Suprit Pradhan s.pradhan2181@drukgreen.bt 

23.  Yingjie Chen yingjie@ghub.org 

24.  Ahsan Javed ahsan@saarcenergy.org 

25.  Sumaira Fatima sumairafatima86@hotmail.com 

26.  Sharad Bahadur Karmacharya sharad.karmacharya@mfa.no 

mailto:qadeerahmed2009@gmail.com
mailto:mmakwana@irade.org
mailto:avarshney@irade.org
mailto:vkagrawal@irade.org
mailto:rfete@saarcenergy.org
mailto:vpandey@irade.org
mailto:milabhivanovic@gmail.com
mailto:rfee@saarcenergy.org
mailto:d.sharma2099@drukgreen.bt
mailto:imkv222@gmail.com
mailto:rftt@saarcenergy.org
mailto:pan_batra@hotmail.com
mailto:sfo@saarcenergy.org
mailto:jacharya@adb.org
mailto:salisusman@yahoo.com
mailto:hari@keralaenergy.gov.in
mailto:awansagi@gmail.com
mailto:saeed.saarc@gmail.com
mailto:deo@saarcenergy.org
mailto:rhari@hotmail.com
mailto:abdul.arif@gshakti.org
mailto:s.pradhan2181@drukgreen.bt
mailto:yingjie@ghub.org
mailto:ahsan@saarcenergy.org
mailto:sumairafatima86@hotmail.com
mailto:sharad.karmacharya@mfa.no
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Sr. No. First Name Last Name Email address 

27.  Sadia Sohail sadia.sohail@in.boell.org 

28.  Jigme Chogyal jigme802@gmail.com 

29.  Syed Affan samimaffan@hotmail.com  

30.  Farman Azhar farman.azhar05@gmail.com 

31.  Shoaib Ahmad ddcoord@saarcenergy.org 

32.  Ammar Hassan coo@saarcenergy.org 

33.  Tula Poudel poudeltula123@gmail.com 

34.  Raman Mehta raman@vasudhaindia.org 

35.  Syed Zaidi z.k.syed@gmail.com 

36.  Shivali Dwivedi shivali.dwivedi@icf.com 

37.  Manjur Talukder manjurmorshed75@hotmail.com 

38.  Yeshi Tenzin y.tenzin3314@drukgreen.bt 

39.  Safeer Jafrey safeer.jafrey@gmail.com 

40.  Mandira Adhikari mand33ra@gmail.com 

41.  Sharhan Sadique qassadique@gmail.com 

42.  Sohel Ahmed sohel.ahmed@gshakti.org 

43.  Aditya Tiwari adityatiwari3093@gmail.com 

44.  Sonam Choden son123pem@gmail.com 

45.  Sonam Dolkar korphusonam@gmail.com 

46.  Bilal Hussain bhussain@irena.org 

47.  Mome Saleem gul.mome@gmail.com 

48.  Nahid Akhter Katha nahid.akhter046@gmail.com 

49.  Usha Rao usha.rao@undp.org 

50.  Narottam Das n.das@cqu.edu.au 

51.  Bhaskar Pradhan plet@saarcenergy.org 

52.  Krishna Raj Shrestha shresthakr1@hotmail.com 

53.  Huma Kamran soniahuma2005@gmail.com 
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mailto:sohel.ahmed@gshakti.org
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mailto:plet@saarcenergy.org
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mailto:soniahuma2005@gmail.com
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Sr. No. First Name Last Name Email address 

54.  Muhammad Awais admin.asstt@saarcenergy.org 

55.  Abdul Wahab wahab.saarc@gmail.com 

56.  Dr Maria Sultan sassi.coord@gmail.com 

57.  Haris Mushtaq harismushtaq21@yahoo.com 

58.  Saarthak Khurana saarthakkhurana@kpmg.com 

59.  Matthew Wittenstein matthew.wittenstein@un.org 

60.  Masood Sheikh masoodash46@yahoo.com 

61.  Irfan Sheikh sila786@yahoo.com 

62.  Pugazenthi Dhananjayan jayan2pugaz@gmail.com 

63.  Rajiv Ratna Panda rajivratnapanda@irade.org 

64.  Iftikhar Ahmad iftikhar_eee@hotmail.com 

65.  Danial Saleem danial.saleem@gmail.com 

66.  Nand Gopal e.nandgopal@gmail.com 

67.  Mirza Sadaqat Huda mirzasadaqathuda@gmail.com 

68.  Randi Kristiansen randi.kristiansen@iea.org 

69.  Astha Gupta astha_gupta19@outlook.com 

70.  Thinley Yangzom thinleyyangzom18may@gmail.com 

71.  Engr Majid Ali engr.majidali.baig@gmail.com 

72.  Shivani Basnet shivani.bsnt@gmail.com 

73.  Rafee Ullah - rafeeullah.1@outlook.com 

74.  Md. Nur Mozahid mozahid.aep@sau.ac.bd 

75.  Ahmad Talha ahmadtalha@live.com.pk 

76.  Muhammad Tanveer Ramzan tanveerramzan018@gmail.com  
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List of Presenters/Resource Persons 

S. No. Name Designation Organization Email address 

1. 
Mr. Jiwan 
Acharya  

Principal 
Energy 
Specialist 

Asian Development Bank jacharya@adb.org 

2. 
Mr. Subhrajit 
Datta Ray 

Director 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Private Limited (PwC), 
India 

subhrajit.datta.ray@pwc.com 

3. 
Mr. Sambit 
Kumar Dash 

Associate 
Director 

PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Private Limited (PwC), 
India 

sambit.k.dash@pwc.com 

4. 
Mr. Rajiv 
Ratna Panda 

Head 
Technical 

SARI/EI IRADe, India rajivratnapanda@irade.org 

5. 
Mr. Abrar 
Hussain 

Team Lead 
Market 
Design & 
Development 

Central Power 
Purchasing Agency 
(CPPA-G), Pakistan 

abrar.hussain@cppa.gov.pk  
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Presentations Delivered During the Video Conference 

1. “Draft Roadmap and Activities Conducted by SEC” by Mr. Ahmad Talha,  

           Research Fellow (Technology Transfer), SAARC Energy Centre.
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“Roadmap for the Implementation of SAARC Framework Agreement on Energy Cooperation 
(Electricity)” by Mr. Jiwan Acharya1, Mr.  Subhrajit Datta Ray2, Mr. Sambit Kumar Dash3  

1 Principal Energy Specialist, South Asia Energy Division, ADB. 
2Director, Power & Utilities, PricewaterhouseCoopers Private Limited (PwC), India 
3Associate Director, Power & Utilities, PricewaterhouseCoopers Private Limited (PwC), India 
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2. “Deepening Power System Integration & Cross Border Electricity Trade in 

SAARC Region: Current Status & Future Outlook” by Mr. Rajiv Ratna Panda,  

Head Technical, South Asia Regional Initiative for Energy Integration (SARI/EI IRADe). 
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